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Guidance for Building Operations
During the COVID-19 Pandemic

By Lawrence J. Schoen, P.E., Fellow/Life Member ASHRAE
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2 “NIH Director: ‘We’re on an Exponential Curve’”, The Atlantic, Peter Wehner, March 17, 2020.

Llas SL a3 Kl o gesd 5 S e by Soslize S S S35 S Sl b I s g s D3 5 kS 353 o3I aasiie |
4Yu et al. 2004; Li et al. 2005a, 2005b. References from ASHRAE Position Document on Airborne Infectious
Diseases.

5 “Aerodynamic Characteristics and RNA Concentration of SARS-CoV-2 Aerosol in Wuhan Hospitals during COVID-
19 Outbreak,” non-peer reviewed preprint. bioRxiv, posted March 10, 2020.

6 “Aerosol and Surface Stability of SARS-CoV-2 as Compared with SARS-CoV-1,” letter to the editor New England
Journal of Medicine, March 17, 2020, DOI: 10.1056/NEJMc2004973.
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7 Non-health care workplaces fall into the medium and lower exposure risk categories described in Guidance on
Preparing Workplaces for COVID-19, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health Administration
OSHA 3990-03 2020.
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https://emergency.cdc.gov/planning/shelteringfacts.asp i e G3lo COVID-19 gl onsy cnl S

°To paraphrase the words of the singer-songwriter Joe Jencks, janitors, cleaners, nurses, aides, doctors, EMTs and
other first responders are our “viral firefighters,” the advance guard in the fight against this virus.
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15 Engineering News Record, March 19, 2020, “Pennsylvania Halts All ‘Non-Life-Sustaining Business” Operations,
Including Construction.”
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